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Mark 10: 35-45 
 
I think it was Muhammed Ali who once said,  
     “Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.” 
 
Mahatma Gandhi said: 
    “The best way to find your self is to lose yourself in service to others.” 
 
I found this anonymous quote interesting: 
   “Don’t feel bad if people remember you only when they need you.  
       Feel privileged that you are like a candle  
          that comes to their mind when there is darkness.”  
 
The Indian Poet, Rabindranath Tagore, once shared: 
   “I slept and dreamt that life was joy.  
      I awoke and saw that life was service.  
        I acted and behold, my service was joy.” 
 
And in our Gospel today, Jesus tells us: 
  “Whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; 
          whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all.  
     For the Son of Man did not come to be served 
         but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
If you were to do a study of all the world’s major religions 
   You would find a theme of service in each of them. 
 
I would take it one step farther and say this: 
   It is impossible to be a disciple of Jesus without having a servant’s heart. 
 
I say that because it is the task of a disciple to model him or her self  
   After our savior…who came as he said not be served, but to serve. 
 
Today we kick off our annual Stewardship of Talent Campaign. 
   And to do so we want to continue with this year’s theme  
      of Go Beyond Sunday and look at how we Go Beyond Sunday  
       with our service to others. 
 
At this time I’m going to ask the ushers to distribute  
    our parish ministry booklet. If you would take one per family. 



I want to walk through the booklet with you. 
 
(For those reading this homily on line, I invite you to access our Ministry 
Booklet at www.stjohnpaulparish.org. It will be on the home page until 
December.) 
     
By now you should be somewhat familiar with booklet as we have used this 
style booklet for the last several years. 
 
The booklet contains all the ministries that people can volunteer to be a 
part of in our parish. 
 
Each listing gives the name of the ministry, the person in charge with either 
an email or a phone number, a brief description of the ministry, the time 
commitment, and the spiritual gifts that would be helpful with that ministry. 
 
Those spiritual gifts correspond with the 20 spiritual gifts found in the New 
Testament and our Spiritual Gifts Course that we offer periodically to help 
you unpack the gifts God has given you.  
 
But those are just a guide…you do not have to have taken the spiritual gifts 
course to serve. 
 
In the center of the book is a one-page form that you can use to sign up for 
a ministry. 
 
I’d like to take a look at that form for a minute… 
 
Let’s say John and Jane Doe are relatively new parishioners.  
   Jane currently serves on the Liturgy Committee.  
      and John is currently a Eucharistic Minister 
They both want to sign up to work next year’s Turkey Shoot.  
 
So they find Liturgy Committee(second column; second ministry under the 
heading of Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission) Jane puts her 
name there and since she is renewing, she checks the renew column. 
 
Liturgical Ministries are on the back side. They find EM and John’s name 
goes in that spot as a renew. 
 

http://www.stjohnpaulparish.org/


Then they go back to the front side and they find Turkey Shoot. (about 
midway through the Parish Life Ministry) Since they both want to work it 
where it says family member, you write John and Jane, this time check the 
New column since they haven’t worked the Turkey Shoot before. 
 
We invite you to take this booklet home. 
   Fill out the form for your family this week  
       and bring the form back next weekend. 
 
We will have a time during the Mass when everyone will bring their form 
forward as a visible sign our serving God and one another. 
 
People will often ask me: Fr. how do I know where I am needed? 
    We’ll my answer is this: You’re asking the wrong question. 
The question is not where am I needed? 
    The question is, What gifts has God given me to use?  
          What am I passionate about? What gives me joy? 
   Because the place where you are gifted…The place where you find  
       passion and joy, that’s where you should serve. 
           Because that’s how God designs us.  
 
Have you ever heard the term, “voluntold.”  
   That’s what happens when the pastor comes to twist your arm  
     about getting involved in something. Fr. “voluntold” that I should do this. 
I usually only do that because I have seen something in you  
    that I think will help both you and are parish in a particular area. 
 
I never do it simply because we need help. So How do you decide? 
 
If you have a generous heart… 
   you might search for those ministries that have generosity 
      as a spiritual gift: 
 maybe the Stewardship Commission or the Advent Giving Project. 
 
If you like teaching, you might look in the Faith Formation section  
    and see where that gift for teaching might be used. 
 
So, once again, take it home, look through it and fill it out this week. 
   Bring it back next weekend and we will collect them. 
 



Jesus calls each of us to service. 
   He tells us so in our Gospel today: 
      The son of man has come not to be served, but to serve… 
He modeled for us at the Last Supper  
    when he washed the feet of his disciples… 
And when he finished washing their feet, he said to them… 
   “Do you understand what I just did for you? 
      You call me teacher and Lord and fittingly enough for that is what I am. 
         If I who am teacher and Lord have washed your feet,  
          You must wash each other’s feet. 
I have give you a model to follow. 
 
 
 


